i8              Gossip in a Library

of sixteen colleges, sacred mansions of the Muses,
wherein a number of great learned men are main-
tained, and wherein the knowledge of the best arts,
and the skill in tongues, so flourish, that they may
rightly be counted the fountains of literature, religion
and all knowledge whatsoever, who right sweetly
bedew and sprinkle, with most wholesome waters,
the gardens of the Church and Commonwealth
through England. Nor is there wanting anything
here, that a man may require in a most flourishing
University, were it not that the air is somewhat
unhealthftd, arising as it doth out of a fenny ground
hard by. And yet, peradventure, they that first
founded a University in that place, allowed of Plato's
judgment. For he, being of a very excellent and
strong constitution of body, chose out the Academia,
an unwholesome place of Attica, for to study in, and
so the superfluous rankness of body which might
overlay the mind, might be kept under by the dis-
temperature of the place/'

The poor scholars in the mouldering garrets of
Clare, looking over waste land to the oozy Cam, no
doubt wished that their foundress had been less
Spartan. Very little of the domestic architecture
that Camden admired in Cambridge is now left;
and yet probably it and Oxford are the two places
of all which he describes that it would give him least
trouble to identify if he came to life again three
hundred years after the first appearance of his
famous Britannia.